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Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                   Information Cards

From an early age, Pythagoras was interested in maths. 
As an adult, he lived in Babylon for a time, where some 
of the best mathematicians were found, and learnt a lot 
about the subject from them. He also became interested 
in the spiritual world through his discussions with priests. 
He was fascinated by numbers, and believed that 
mathematics could explain the physical world.

He even started a group for mathematicians who believed in the importance of 
maths like himself. They lived like monks and worshipped numbers. Pythagoras 
also believed that the human soul was reincarnated, and that he himself had lived 
four lives already. 

He is most famous for his theory about right-angled triangles, which we still use 
today. He proved that the sum of the squares of the two right-angle sides will 
always be the same as the square of the hypotenuse (the long side). Although 
Pythagoras did not record any of his theories, we know about them because his 
followers passed on his ideas, and they were eventually written down by others. It 
is thought that Pythagoras was the first person to call himself a 'philosopher'.

When he was a young man, Socrates was a stonemason, like 
his father. He lived during the time of the Peloponnesian War 
between Athens and Sparta, and fought in several battles, 
where he was considered to be courageous and brave. 

As he got older, Socrates began to develop an interest in 
philosophy. He was particularly interested in how people 
should behave, and how they should live their lives. He
believed that happiness came from leading a good and  
moral life, rather than wealth, possessions or power. 

Socrates developed a new way of teaching his students - rather than simply tell 
them the answer to their questions, he encouraged them to discuss possible 
answers themselves, asking them more questions to develop their thinking. This 
way of teaching is called the Socratic Method, and is still used in universities today.  

Socrates never wrote down any of his ideas - he preferred to hold discussions. One 
of his students, Plato, wrote about Socrates and his theories in detail, which is how 
we know so much about him today. One of his famous quotes is, 'I know that I 
know nothing.'

9058588
Text Box
Spicy/hot



Copyright © PlanBee Resources Ltd 2020                                                                                                                    www.planbee.com 

Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                   Information Cards

Hippocrates came from a family of medical practitioners; 
both his father and grandfather were doctors. In a time 
where the common belief was that angry gods caused illness 
and disease, Hippocrates put forward the idea that there 
was a scientific reason instead - he thought that illness was a 
result of an imbalance of different elements in the body.  

He had strict medical ideas on how to care for patients - he 
believed that doctors should be professional, calm and

serious, and always keep themselves clean. He developed the idea of 'patient 
confidentiality', where anything the patient tells the doctor is private, and will not be 
passed on to anyone else. He also believed that doctors should do no harm to their 
patients. Today, this a promise all doctors make - it is called the Hippocratic Oath.  

Hippocrates was one of the first people to diagnose heart and lung diseases, and 
categorise disease according to whether it was chronic (long-lasting) or acute (short-
term). He also identified that diet and lifestyle can contribute to ill-health. 

Hippocrates was a meticulous note-taker - he wrote down all of his ideas and 
discoveries, and kept medical records for his patients.

Plato was a student of the famous philosopher, Socrates. He 
wrote down many of Socrates' teachings. These were in the 
form of dialogues, or conversations, where people discussed 
ideas, sometimes agreeing, and other times disagreeing 
with each other. There is a popular saying, 'Socrates said it, 
Plato wrote it'. 

One of Plato's most famous works is 'The Republic', in which 
he talks about justice, and describes his ideas for how a state should be run, or 
governed. Plato believed that 'society would be at its best' if philosophers were put 
in charge. His ideas are still studied today. 

Plato thought it was important to make people aware of how to live a good and fair 
life. He believed that no one should have too much money, or live a life of luxury. 
Plato also thought that people should do the job that they are each best suited for. 
He believed that men and women were equally intelligent, and should be educated 
to the same level. 

Plato founded the first university, called the Academy. His students were encouraged 
to think about questions such as, 'What is the self?' and 'What is human nature?'
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Aristotle was the son of a doctor, and was interested in 
anatomy and nature from an early age. He had lots of tutors 
who taught him a variety of subjects, including philosophy 
and mathematics. When he was 17 years old, he joined 
Plato's Academy, where he studied logical thinking. He 
spent a total of 20 years at the Academy, first as a student, 
and then as a teacher. 

As well as writing several books, including 'The Natural History of Animals', and  
'The Parts of Animals', Aristotle was also the tutor of Alexander the Great, who later 
became a king and conquered much of Europe.  

He developed ideas about how the world should be studied. He made close 
observations and detailed notes about everything he saw. Aristotle dissected animals 
to learn more about anatomy, and tried to classify them into different groups. He also 
developed a classification system for different types of governments, which is still 
used today, and believed in the power of persuasive speech. 

Aristotle opened his own school where he taught logic, physics, public speaking, 
politics and philosophy. 

Archimedes' father was an astronomer. Although he was interested 
in this area, Archimedes' true passion was for mathematics. He 
studied the subject at Alexandria in Egypt, a city which was 
famous for having the largest library at the time. 

He made many mathematical discoveries, especially in geometry, 
where he studied spheres, cylinders and circles. Archimedes'  
most famous discovery was the law of displacement. He  
noticed that, whilst he was in the bath, the water level rose.
He realised that the water he displaced must have the same volume of his body. 
This meant that the density of any object could now be accurately measured. 

Archimedes loved to solve problems and create new inventions. One of his most 
famous inventions is the Archimedes Screw – a device which could move water to 
higher levels. It was used to remove water from leaking boats and ships. 

During Archimedes' lifetime, his home city of Syracuse came under attack from the 
Romans. He is credited with developing a weapon called the Claw of Archimedes 
– this was a large crane with a hook on the end that could latch onto the prow of 
an enemy ship and tip it over.   



Name: _________________________            Date: __________________

Copyright © PlanBee Resources Ltd 2020                                                                                                                    www.planbee.com 

Who Were the Ancient Greeks?                         Worksheet 6B

Read the information Cards on each Philosopher or Scholar. 
For each one, step into their shoes and write a paragraph as if 

you were them, explaining their ideas and beliefs. 



Name: _________________________            Date: __________________
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Which of these six philosophers and scholars would you most 
like to have met? What questions might you have asked them?




