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The UK has a representative democratic government. There are around 67 million people 

in the UK (too many people to ask for their views and opinions on every decision that has to 

be made!) so representatives are chosen to make decisions on behalf of the people who live 

in their region, or constituency. There are 650 constituencies in the UK. 

Every five years, a general election is held. This is when all UK citizens can vote for the 

representative, or candidate, that they think will best represent their interests and concerns. 

The candidate with the most votes is elected, and becomes a member of the parliament (an 

MP). They have a 'seat' in the House of Commons (a large room in which all MPs meet), 

where they pass on the views of the people in their constituency, and vote on any new laws 

that are proposed. 

Democracy Then and Now

Direct  

Democracy

Representative 

Democracy

Every citizen votes on every 

rule and law. 

Citizens choose representatives 

to vote on rules and laws on 

their behalf. 

In ancient Greece, in the city of Athens, a form of direct democracy was practised. Each 

year, there was a drawing, where 500 citizens' names were randomly chosen. For a year, this 

group of people, called the council, had the responsibility of making new laws, and 

changing old laws if needed. However, no law was final until all the citizens of Athens voted 

either 'yes' or 'no' in a gathering called the assembly. It is thought that citizens voted by 

depositing a dark or light pebble (representing either 'yes' or 'no') into a large urn, which 

was later emptied and the pebbles of each colour counted. The majority ruled.

Remember – in Ancient 

Greece, only men who had 

completed their military 

training were considered 

citizens. Women, children  

and slaves could not vote.

Then...

Now...


