
Tuesday 2 March

Use this link to watch todays episode of Newsround. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/news/watch_newsround

Let me know your favourite story.

Today we are going to investigate Hurricanes.

By the end of the afternoon I hope you will know:

What a hurricane is?

How they are formed?

How we measure them?

Who names them?

What damage they can do?

First click on the link to watch a short video clip about 

hurricanes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vP2z8QAmQAQ

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/news/watch_newsround
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vP2z8QAmQAQ




What Is a Hurricane?

• A hurricane is a huge, rapidly rotating storm.

• When winds reach 74 miles per hour, a hurricane is officially born.

• Hurricanes can be up to 600 miles across and have strong winds of up to 200 
mph. 

• Each hurricane usually lasts for over a week, moving 10-20 miles per hour over 
the ocean. 

• Hurricanes form close to the equator.

• Hurricanes rotate around the center of the storm or "eye”; this is the calmest 
part.



The ‘Eye’ of the Hurricane
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The Eye of the Storm

• The center of a hurricane is called 
the “eye.”

• The eye of the hurricane is 
very calm, while the rest 
of the storm consists of 
heavy rain, strong wind, or 
large waves.
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What Causes a Hurricane?

• Hurricanes form over really warm ocean water.

• Hurricanes gather heat and energy through contact with warm 
ocean waters. 

• The wind must be blowing in the same direction and at the same speed to 
force the cool air upward from the ocean.

• As a hurricane's winds spiral around the storm, they push water into the 
storm's center. When the storm reaches land, this water 
causes flooding.

• Rising air and water temperatures worldwide are creating more frequent and 
severe hurricanes.



The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale

Category Wind Speed Damage

1 74-95 mph Minimal

2 96-110 mph Moderate

3 (Major) 111-129 mph Extensive

4 (Major) 130-156 mph Extreme

5 (Major) 157 mph or higher Catastrophic



To measure the speed of winds in the 
UK, we use the Beaufort Scale, which 
goes from 0 to 12. A Hurricane  rated 1 
on the Saffir-Simpson Scale has much 
stronger winds than a storm rated 12 
on the Beaufort Scale. That tells you 
just how furious the winds of a 
Hurricane can be.

Thankfully, in the UK, Major 
Hurricanes  are rare. When they 
do happen, they are generally 
fairly small.



The Impact of a Hurricane

When hurricanes come onto land, the heavy rain, strong winds, and large waves 
can damage buildings, trees, and cars. 

What kinds of damage occurred in the area?

Imagine you are part of a hurricane rescue team. What kind of help do you think 
you would need to provide when you arrive on the scene? 



Hurricane Safety Rules

Stay away from low-lying and flood prone areas.

Always stay indoors during a hurricane, because strong winds will blow things 
around.

Board up windows.

If your home isn't on higher ground, go to a shelter.

Leave mobile homes and go to a shelter.

If emergency managers say to evacuate, then do so immediately.



Hurricane Safety Rules

Prepare a disaster supplies kit for your home and car. Include: 
• Enough food and water for at least three days
• First aid kit
• Canned food and a can opener
• Bottled water
• Battery-operated radio
• Flashlight
• Protective clothing
• Written instructions on how to turn off electricity, gas and water

Make sure you know where all of the evacuation routes are located.

Always listen to the radio and television for the latest information and 
instructions for your area.



Who Names Hurricanes?

• The World Meteorological Organization names hurricanes.

• The organization uses different sets of names depending on which region of 
the world the storm is in.

• Names alternate from women’s 
names to men’s names.

• If a hurricane does significant 
damage, the name is retired from 
the list.



Hurricanes Around the World

The Great Hurricane of 1780, Caribbean
• The storm bombarded several Caribbean islands, including Barbados, 

Martinique, and St. Lucia over six days.
• This massive storm is considered to be one of the deadliest hurricanes of all 

time.
• Approximately 22,000 people were killed.

The names given to hurricanes can be 
reused after six years have passed. 
However, if a hurricane has been 

especially severe, then its name is 
permanently retired, and never used 

again.



Hurricanes Around the World

Hurricane Mitch, Honduras, 1998
• The slow-moving hurricane poured up to four inches of rain per hour, causing 

mudslides and deadly flooding.
• With approximately 11,000 people dead (and thousands more missing), Mitch is the 

second-deadliest Atlantic hurricane on record and the worst to hit the Western 
Hemisphere in more than 200 years. 

• The storm caused more than $5 billion worth of damage in Honduras, where much of 
the country's infrastructure and crops were completely destroyed. 

• Nicaragua was also devastated by Mitch, losing 2,000 people in one 
mudslide alone.

Photo courtesy of (Trocaire, wallygrom & NOAA Photo Library@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution



Hurricanes Around the World

Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans, 2005
• Hurricane Katrina lasted for eight days.
• The winds reached up to 175 mph. 
• One of the costliest natural disasters in the history of the U.S., Katrina caused 

damages worth $108 billion. 
• Hurricane Katrina resulted in 1,833 deaths. 
• Katrina displaced over one million people.
• Oil facilities were damaged and as a result, fuel prices rose in the U.S. 
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