
Past and Present Tense
Tick the boxes to show whether these sentences use the past or the present tense.

Past Present

My name is Ash, I’m twelve years old and I love to sing.

This made it very hard to put my costume on.

“You’re doing it up all wonky.”

“Come on, Ash, we’re all waiting.”

The music galloped along and my heart galloped with it.
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Can you turn these sentences from the past tense into the present tense? 

1. I stuck my arm out and felt a paperclip ping off the back of my costume. 
 
 

2. Janelle flicked her braids over her shoulder and put her hand on her hip. 
 
 

3.  I tried to squash all my shivery thoughts and shaky worries into a very small ball at the 
back of my head. 
 
 

4. The funny thing was, I wasn’t nervous anymore. 
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Now see if you can write this whole paragraph in the past tense.

I try to keep sucking in air as Janelle rubs glue onto my costume. 
I put my hands over my face to stop it twitching, while Janelle 
gets out some paperclips and clips them down my back.

“You’re not nervous, are you, Ash?” she asks.
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Past, Present and Future Verb Sorting
Yesterday, I went for a 
walk with my friends.

At the weekend, I painted 
a picture.

We’re going to go 
swimming after school.

I swam underwater 
last week.

I ate cereal for breakfast 
this morning.

She’s painting a picture 
for her dad. He’s walking the dog. I have been reading for a 

long time.
They’re dancing to 

the music.
This morning, I read for 

two hours.

We caught the bus home 
last night.

I’m going to dance at the 
disco tonight.

She’s going to go for a 
walk later.

I’ll eat my breakfast after 
I’ve had a shower. She’s catching the bus.

I’m running in the 
10 o’clock race on 
Saturday morning.

I’m going to read my book 
after dinner.

My brother and I built a 
really tall tower.

Mum drove the car to work 
yesterday.

I danced in a show 
last night.

My brother and I are 
building a really tall tower.

They’re eating their 
breakfast.

I will catch the bus to 
school on Friday.

They’re going to paint 
their mums a picture for 

Mother’s Day.
Dad’s driving home.

He’ll drive the car to the 
garage in the morning.

My brother and I are going 
to build a really tall tower.

He’s running around 
the field.

They’re swimming 
in the sea.

Last sports day, I ran in 
three races!
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In the car, we 
listened to music.

We’re cooking spaghetti 
bolognese for dinner.

I made a chocolate cake 
last night.

She’s doing her homework 
at the table.

I rode my bike in the park 
yesterday.

He’ll play football again 
when his leg is better.

I’m listening to music in 
my bedroom.

Last night, I slept 
really well. She’s riding her bike. I played football yesterday 

for my club.

We had a birthday 
party for my sister at 

the weekend.

Last night, I watched a film 
at the cinema.

I will listen to some music 
when I get home.

I’m going to do my 
homework tomorrow.

It’s my grandad’s birthday 
on Saturday so I’m going to 

make him a cake.

They’re watching a film at 
the cinema.

I’m making a 
chocolate cake for my 
grandad’s birthday.

We’re going to watch a film 
at the cinema after we’ve 

eaten dinner.

We went out for dinner 
on Saturday.

I did my homework 
last night to get it out 

of the way.

Dad cooked dinner last 
night, it was delicious. I’ll go to sleep soon. We’re having a 

birthday party.
They’re playing football on 

the field.
We’re going out for 

dinner now.

They’re going out for dinner 
on Friday.

We’re going to cook pizza 
for dinner at 7.30pm.

I’m going to ride my bike at 
the weekend.

“Don’t wake her up, she’s 
sleeping.”

I will have a big party 
when I’m 10.
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Past
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Present
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Future
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