
The Vikings –
Trading



The Viking 
Traders

 We have already found out 
that the Viking were great 
travellers.

 They used there extensive 
knowledge of ship building 
sailing and navigation to 
travel the seas of present day 
Europe and beyond.

 They followed the rivers and 
dragged their ships over land 
to find other rivers.

 During these travels they 
traded good for items that 
they couldn’t get in 
‘Scandinavia’.



They travelled 
far…

 They set up trading bases in 
places like present day Dublin 
and York in the West.

 They travelled throughout 
the waterways to Eastern 
Europe. Following great 
rivers like the Volga and 
Dnieper.

 There they set up bases in 
Novgorod and Kiev and as far 
afield as Bolgar, Baku and 
Istanbul (Constantinople).

 They made there way a far as 
Iran in the East, Africa, the 
Mediterranean, Britain, 
Iceland, Greenland and 
America.



Trading 
centres

 Eventually the Vikings 
established trading centres 
where it was easier for 
traders to buy and sell.

 People would come to 
exchange goods or barter for 
items that they needed.

 Viking craftsmen and smiths 
would set up in these places 
producing weapons, armour, 
jewellery, pottery, cloth and 
clothing.



Import/export: 
Buying/selling

 The Vikings used special ship 
to carry cargo, called Knarrs. 
These were different from 
their battling ships.

 They transported goods they 
produced like fish, furs, 
beads, pottery and leather.

 These they exchanged for 
spices, silk, fruit, wine silver 
and gold.

 They captured slaves and 
would sell these people for 
goods as well.



Activities

 Use these links to help you 
complete a Viking Trade Map 
and a Viking Trade Goods 
worksheet.

 Vikings as Traders

 Viking Trade

 Bitesize Viking Terders

 And enjoy this Video link

 BBC Viking Traders

https://www.historyonthenet.com/vikings-as-traders
https://www.imagininghistory.co.uk/post/viking-trade
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztyr9j6/articles/zw3qmp3
https://youtu.be/bquzqeKPT4s

