
The Vikings
Who were the Vikings?



The Vikings

• Our next project is the Vikings.

• This slideshow will give you some information about them.

• There is a video at the end for you to watch.

• We will be learning about where they came from, how they lived, 
how they travelled and how we remember them.



Viking age

• The Viking age was a period of 
time from the year 793 to 
1066AD.

• The Vikings were a group of 
people who live in Scandinavia, a 
group of countries that included 
Norway, Denmark and Sweden.



Explorers

• The Vikings grew crops, kept 
animals, hunted and fished.

• They also travelled to far away 
places, by both sea and land.

• Viking means Explore or Raid, a 
better name for these people is 
Norse or Norseman.



Travel

• There are various ideas about 
why the Vikings explored the 
world.

• They travelled throughout 
Europe by river and land into the 
near East.

• By ship they explored Britain, 
Ireland, Iceland, Greenland and 
made it as far as America.



Longships

• Their main form of transport 
was the Viking longship.

• The boats had one sail that was 
powered by the wind.

• They were light, fast and easily 
manoeuvred.

• The Vikings dragged their ships 
over land until they could sail or 
row along rivers.



Raids

• The Vikings sometimes raided 
other lands and took away silver, 
precious stones, goods and even 
slaves.

• Lindesfarne abbey, in North East 
England, was raided many times.



Settlements

• Sometimes the Vikings settled in 
lands that they explored.

• They set up trading posts that 
became major cities.

• They also began to live amongst 
other people.



Danelaw

• After some battles the Vikings 
were given part on Eastern 
England that they called 
Danelaw.

• However, raids and battles 
continued.

• Eventually they were defeated.



Sagas

• The stories that know about the 
Vikings were written down in 
books known as Sagas.

• The Sagas told of epic 
adventures and mentioned 
Vikings names and places they 
travelled to.



Writing

• The Vikings had their own 
writing system called Runes.

• Runes are straight line marks 
that were made on stone and 
wood.



Religion

• They had their own religious 
beliefs and their own World 
view.

• The Vikings had many Gods and 
Godesses.

• Some of these names we 
remember in the days of our 
week.



End of the Viking age

• The Battle of Stanford Bridge in 
1066AD is regarded as the end 
of the Viking age.

• After this they lost other battles.

• The Vikings became integrated 
in other communities and many 
converted to Christianity.



A brief history of the Vikings
• Watch a video overview about the Vikings here or click on the link     https://youtu.be/PSN5XDywG0c

https://youtu.be/PSN5XDywG0c

