
Name: Steven Brown – Artist Date: 

Steven Brown 
 
 
Steven Brown is a remarkable Scottish artist.  

 

His famous artworks show brightly coloured 

animals, including Highland cows and even 

elephants. Some of his newest paintings include 

Oor Wullie. 

 

Choose a mild, spicy or hot task. 

Read the information about the live and art of 

Steven Brown and answer the questions. 

 

 

 

When you have completed the comprehension task have a 

go at drawing, painting or coloured paper curling a picture 

in the style of Steven Brown. 

Use the other sheet and this link to help you. 

 

Draw like Steven Brown  

 

  

https://youtu.be/3St2-x9WHzs


Name: Steven Brown – Artist Date: 

Mild 
Scottish Artist: Steven Brown 
About Steven Brown 
Steven Brown is a well-known Scottish artist born in 1972 in Kilmarnock, 
East Ayrshire. He went to Kilmarnock Academy, where he discovered his 
interest and talent for painting. His teachers encouraged him to follow a 
career in art. However, he left school in 1987 and began working in retail. 
In 1992, Steven married his wife, Caroline, and moved to Irvine in North 
Ayrshire. They have three children and two grandchildren. 
 
 
Career 

Steven only began painting again in 2012. Unfortunately, he suffered two heart attacks and it was 

during his recovery that he took up painting. He focused on improving his technique and finding his 

own style. Now, Steven is a well-known, full-time artist who has developed a technique using bright 

colours. He believes that, “Life feels better with colour”, which is expressed in all his work. Not only 

does he make and sell paintings, but he also has a range of items printed with his designs, including 

phone cases, mugs, cushions and even suitcases! 

 

The McCoos 
The McCoo range is said to Steven’s most popular and famous collection. It’s a range of brightly 
painted highland cows, each with a Scottish name, such as Angus McCoo and Auld Jimmy McCoo. The 
paintings first became available to buy online and the business grew from there with customers 
requesting their very own McCoo design. He designed ‘Marie McCoo’ to raise money for the cancer 
charity Marie Curie. 
 
 
Other Work 
Steven Brown’s colourful characters, landscapes and abstracts are much loved by collectors around 
the world. His McZoo collection includes a family of animals that was inspired by Steven’s love for 
elephants. 
Steven became a patron for the Homeless Project Scotland in July 2020. He has been a supporter of 
homeless charities for some time as it is a cause close to his heart. He is keen to raise awareness of 
Scotland’s homeless problems and to lend a helping hand.  
During the Covid-19 pandemic, Steven donated 500 masks to the Homeless Project Scotland team. 
He also donated a McCoo canvas to help with fund-raising. 
 

 

  



Name: Steven Brown – Artist Date: 

Mild Questions 
1. Where was the artist Steven Brown born? Circle one. 

Irvine  Kilmarnock  Glasgow 
 
2. When did Steven get married? Circle one. 

1972  1987  1992  2012 
 
 
3. Why did Steven Brown take up painting again in 2012? Circle one. 
 He was bored  He went to a zoo He had two heart attacks  
 
 
4. Draw three lines to complete each sentence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

5. What collection of work was inspired by his love for elephants? Circle one. 
The Steven Brown range 
His McZoo collection 
Marie McCoo 
The McCoo range 
  
 

6. Explain how Steven managed to ‘lend a helping hand’ to the homeless people of Scotland during 
the COVID-19 pandemic? Circle two. 

He donated 500 masks  He donated a McCoo painting 
 

He bagged shopping   He had a collection tin 
 
 
 
7. Number the events from 1-4 to show the order in which they appear in the text. 

He became a patron for the Homeless Project Scotland. 
He began working in retail. 
He suffered two heart attacks. 
He married his wife, Caroline. 

 

 

 

The McCoo range is… 

 

a family of animals that was inspired by 
Steven’s love for elephants. 

His McZoo collection includes… 

Marie McCoo was designed… 

to raise money for the cancer charity 
Marie Curie. 

said to be Brown’s most popular and 
famous collection. 



Name: Steven Brown – Artist Date: 

Spicy 
Scottish Artist: Steven Brown 
Career 
Unexpectedly, Steven suffered two heart attacks in 2012. During his 
recovery and as part of his therapy, he picked up a paintbrush and began 
painting again. In a noticeably short period of time, Steven became a 
full-time, notorious and successful artist. He developed his own style of 
original abstract art, in which he uses bright and vivid colours. To create 
his pieces, he usually uses a technique for applying paint to canvas with 
acrylic paints and palette knives. His mantra is “Life feels better with 
colour”, which is expressed in all his work. 
 
About Steven Brown 
Scottish artist Steven Brown was born in Kilmarnock, East Ayrshire in 1972. While attending 
Kilmarnock Academy, he developed an enthusiasm for art and realised he had a natural talent for 
painting. Despite encouragement to follow a career in this subject from his teachers, Steven left 
school in 1987 and began working in the retail profession to earn a living. After meeting his wife, 
Caroline, whom he married in 1992, he moved to Irvine in North Ayrshire. They went on to have 
three children and they now have two grandchildren as well. 
 
The McCoos 
Steven Brown’s McCoo paintings are thought to be some of the artist’s most popular and iconic 
pieces. They are instantly recognisable for their bold and vivd colours. The collection includes lots of 
multi-coloured highland cows that each have been given a traditionally Scottish name, such as Angus 
McCoo and Auld Jimmy McCoo. He first began selling his paintings online but never expected they 
would be as successful as they are. Customers would contact him to request their very own McCoo, 
with unique characteristics and Scotish name! Famuosly, he designed the ‘Marie McCoo’, a delightful 
cow with a daffodil in her hair, to raise money for the cancer charity Marie Curie. 
 
Other Work 
Steven Brown has created a range of other colourful characters, landscapes and abstracts that are 
much loved by collectors all over the globe. His passion for elephants inspired Steven to create a 
family of colourful animals, which are all part of the McZoo collection. 
Steven has been a supporter of homeless charities for some time, as it is a cause close to his heart 
and in July 2020, he became a patron for the Homeless Project Scotland. As a respected and much-
loved artist, he is keen to raise awareness of the problems facing Scotland’s homeless population and 
to lend a helping hand. 
During the Covid-19 pandemic, Steven donated 500 masks to the Homeless Project Scotland team to 
hand out to the people they were helping. Both Steven and his wife Caroline also went out with the 
Homeless Project team to help on the streets. In addition to this, he has also donated a McCoo 
canvas to help with fund-raising. 
  



Name: Steven Brown – Artist Date: 

Spicy Questions 
1. Which part of Scotland is Steven Brown from?  
 
 
2. What did Steven do in 1992? Circle one. 

He started working in retail. 
He married his wife, Caroline. 
He left school. 
He developed an enthusiasm for art. 

 
3. Find and copy one word that means the same as ‘well-known’. 
 
 
4. Draw four lines to complete each sentence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Describe Steven’s style of artwork in your own words. 
 
 
 
 
 
6. If Steven was going to paint a McCoo or animal from his McZoo collection, what unique 
characteristics and design would you ask for and why? 
 
 
 
7. Number the events from 1-5 to show the order in which they appear in the text. 
The first one has been done for you. 

    He became a patron for the Homeless Project Scotland. 
1  He began working in retail. 
    He suffered two heart attacks. 
    He married his wife, Caroline. 
    He created the McCoo collection. 

 
 
 
8. How did Steven lend a helping hand to the homeless people of Scotland during the 
COVID-19 pandemic? Tick three. 

He donated a McZoo canvas to help with fund-raising. 
He donated 500 masks to the Homeless Project Scotland. 
He donated a McCoo canvas to help with fund-raising. 
He went out with the Homeless Project team to help on the streets.  

The McCoo range is… a family of animals that was inspired 
by Steven’s passion for elephants. 

His McZoo collection includes… said to be Brown’s most popular and 
iconic collection. 

Angus McCoo and Auld Jimmy McCoo are… to raise money for the cancer charity 
Marie Curie. 

Marie McCoo was designed… highland cows, part of the iconic McCoo 
collection. 



Name: Steven Brown – Artist Date: 

Hot 

Scottish Artist: 
Steven Brown 
Career 
Remarkably, it has only been since 2012 that Steven Brown has 
become an established and successful artist. In that same year, 
Steven suffered two heart attacks and it was during his recovery, 
and as part of his rehabilitation, that he picked up a paintbrush and began painting again. He took 
time creating his own style and developing his technique for applying paint to canvases, after being 
inspired by contemporary and abstract artists. Quickly, he has become a full-time artist whose 
trademark is using the bold, bright colours that he adores. Typically, he chooses to work with acrylic 
paints and palette knifes to create his pieces. His work, however, is available in a range of products, 
not just canvases, including a range of accessories printed with his designs like phone cases, mugs, 
cushions and even suitcases! 
About Steven Brown 
Contemporary Scottish artist, Steven Brown, was born in 1972 in the Ayrshire town of Kilmarnock. As 
a pupil at Kilmarnock academy, he found his enthusiasm and talent in art and encouraging teachers 
urged him to pursue a career in his best subject. Unfortunately, the budding artist put his dreams on 
hold and began working in retail to support himself financially. Soon after, he met his wife Caroline, 
whom he married in 1992. He moved to Irvine in North Ayrshire and they went on to have three 
children and two grandchildren. 
The McCoos 
Steven Brown’s McCoo paintings are instantly recognisable for their bold and vibrant colours. The 
multi-coloured highland cows are said to be some of the artist’s most famous and iconic pieces. The 
collection includes lots of multi-coloured highland cows that have each been given a traditionally 
Scottish name, such as Angus McCoo, Heather McCoo and Auld Jimmy McCoo. The paintings were 
first made available online and immediately grew popular worldwide, with customers requesting 
their very own McCoo to be designed with their unique characteristics and even a Scottish name! His 
canvases can cost anything from around £49 - £150. Famously, he designed the ‘Marie McCoo’, a 
delightful cow with a daffodil in her hair, to raise money for the cancer charity Marie Curie. 
 

Other Work 
Steven Brown has created a range of other colourful characters, landscapes and abstracts that are 
much loved by collectors all over the globe. His passion for elephants was the motivation behind the 
family of colourful animals, which are all part of the McZoo collection. These pieces were painted in 
2014 and bear the hallmark of Steven’s signature style, with his striking use of bright colours that his 
followers have come to know and love. 
Steven has long been a supporter of homeless charities - a cause close to his heart - and in July 2020, 
he pledged his support for Homeless Project Scotland, by becoming a patron of this life-changing 
charity. As a distinguished and much-loved artist, he is keen to raise awareness of the problems 
facing Scotland’s homeless population and to lend a helping hand. During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Steven donated 500 masks to the Homeless Project Scotland team to hand out to the people they 
were helping. Both Steven and his wife Caroline went out onto the streets to help the Homeless 
Project team. In addition to this, Steven has also donated a McCoo canvas to help with fund-raising.



Name: Steven Brown – Artist Date: 

Hot Questions 
1. When and where was Steven Brown born? Circle one.  

He was born in 1992 in Kilmarnock. 
He was born in 1972 in Irvine. 
He was born in 1992 in Irvine. 
He was born in 1972 in Kilmarnock. 
 

2. Who supported Steven’s interest and talent in art? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Do you think Steven Brown made the right decision by putting his art career on hold? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Find and copy one word that means the same as ‘therapy’. 
 
 
 
 
5. Can you explain what is remarkable about Steven Brown’s career? 
 
 
 
 
 
6. What do you think Steven means by his mantra, “Life feels better with colour”? 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Fill in the missing words. 
His passion for ………………………………………………………. was the motivation behind the family of colourful 
animals, which are all part of the ………………………………….………………………collection. 
 
8. Number the events from 1-5 to show the order in which they appear in the text. 
The first one has been done for you. 

   He became a patron for the Homeless Project Scotland. 
   He took up painting for a living. 
   He suffered two heart attacks. 
1 He married his wife, Caroline. 
   He created the McCoo collection. 


