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Where Is China?
China is in north-east Asia.

China is the fourth biggest country 
in the world.

China has the largest population 
in the world with over 1.3 billion 

people!

China is divided into provinces.

The capital city of China is Beijing.



When Is Chinese New Year?

Chinese New Year starts 
somewhere between 

late January and early 
February.

The date changes from year to year 
because it follows an ancient farmer 
calendar which is based on phases 

of the moon.



Chinese people spring 
clean their houses.

Celebrations before 
Chinese New Year

Houses are decorated
with paper scrolls 

and lanterns.

Families gather together 
and have a large, 

traditional feast of fish 
and chicken.



On New Year’s Eve, 
people stay up till 

midnight setting off 
fireworks to scare evil 

spirits away.



Celebrations on 
New Year’s Day

Every family member starts 
the day with brand new 

clothes from head to toe. 
Red is a very popular 

colour for clothing as it is 
considered lucky.



Celebrations on 
New Year’s Day

Children receive 
red envelopes

filled with money and 
sweets from their parents 

and grandparents.

The first stop of the day is the 
temple to worship gods and 

welcome 
the New Year.

Most Chinese families gather 
together for a 

New Year's Banquet. 
Each family has their own 

special dish they prepare for 
this time. 



Celebrations on 
the Days after New Year

There are 15 days of celebrations. 
Many of these days are considered a 

birthday.

One day is believed to be the 
birthday of all dogs so dogs 

are treated with special 
foods.

One day is considered 
everyone's birthday.



Celebrations on 
the Days after New Year

The Jade Emperor is worshipped by lighting 
incense and offering prayers.

Some people shoot firecrackers to 
worship the God of War.

The Chinese pray to their 
ancestors as well as the gods.

They visit the 
Temple of Wealth and wish for a 

luckier and more prosperous year.



Celebrations on 
the Days after New Year

Special family dinners are held.

Businesses have 
department dinners or 
social events for their 

employees.



The 15th day is also known as the 
Lantern Festival.

There are dragon and lion dancing parades in 
the streets, and all the streets are crowded 
with people.

Families walk the streets carrying lit lanterns. 
Candles are lit outside homes to guide 
wayward spirits home.



Many of these traditions are continued by people celebrating 
Chinese New Year all over the world, including Scotland.

The end of January is a very busy 
time for celebrations for Scotland as 
Burns Night is also celebrated. Very 
occasionally, these two celebrations 

coincide and Scotland has 
wonderful big events to celebrate 

both.

The biggest Chinese New Year 
celebration in Scotland is in 
Edinburgh. The Edinburgh 

Chinese New Year Festival is on 
for the whole two weeks and 

will see lots of celebrations 
across the city.



Edinburgh Chinese 
New Year Festival

From concerts to bilingual ceilidhs, 
musical celebrations to poetry 

nights and feasts to lantern 
exhibitions, there is plenty to see 

and do during the Edinburgh 
Chinese 

New Year Festival.

Every day sees several fantastic events, which all 
explore a part of Chinese culture and many 

involve a Scottish twist too. 

It is a fabulous 
way to celebrate 

Chinese New Year 
in a Scottish way. 



Edinburgh Chinese
New Year Festival

Many places are involved in the 
Edinburgh Chinese New Year Festival, 

including Usher Hall, the National 
Museum of Scotland, the Royal 
Botanic Garden Edinburgh and 

Edinburgh Zoo.

The local landmark buildings also join 
in, such as Edinburgh Castle, which 

will be lit up in red lights, as in 
Chinese culture this symbolises luck, 

joy and happiness. 

Local shops and business are also 
joining in the festival fun! Some are 

handing out red envelopes as a 
reference to the Chinese tradition and 

others are offering 
Chinese- themed food and drinks.  



You could have your own 
celebrations by creating lanterns, 

red envelopes and trying some 
Chinese food and drinks. 

There will not be any 
Chinese New Year 

organised events this 
year…



The Chinese Zodiac

Unlike our calendar, which has 12 
months, the Chinese zodiac 
calendar follows a 12 year cycle.

Each year is named after an 
animal.

It is believed that a person shares 
characteristics with the animal
representing the year in which they 
were born.



2019 is… The Year of the Pig

The Pig is the 12th position on the wheel.

It is thought that if you are born in the year of 
the pig, you will have similar traits to the 
animal. 

This would include being well behaved, honest, 
considerate and generous. A person born in 
the year of the pig would make a good friend.

2 85

Your Lucky Numbers 

gold yellow grey brown

Your Lucky Colours 



Now go to the other PowerPoint 
and see if you can work out 

which animals of the zodiac are 
being described…


