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What are speech marks? 

• Speech marks are used to show when someone is speaking.

• Speech marks look like this:

• They look like little 66s and 99s.



Where are speech marks used? 

• Speech marks go around the actual words a person speaks. 

• Speech marks go before the first word that is spoken and after the last 

word that is spoken. 

“Go to bed!” Mom shouted. 

“Can I have a drink, please?”    
the little girl asked. 

Example:



Speech Marks and Capital Letters

• When using speech marks, begin all new speech with a capital letter, like 

you’re starting a new sentence. 

Example:

Mark was amazed, “What on 
Earth can it be?” The light hung in 
the sky, bigger and brighter than 
any star. 

“Let’s get out of here!” William 
replied. 



Continuous Speech

Sometimes what a person is saying can be interrupted by the author. 

This is called continuous speech. 

Example:
“If you think you can speak to me 
like that,” replied Dad firmly, “you 
had better think again!”

The speaker, Dad, actually only says one 
sentence. Even though it is interrupted by 
“replied Dad firmly,” there is no need to 

put a capital when the sentence 
continues. 



Summary

Speech marks go at the beginning and end of the 

words a person speaks. 

The first word inside the speech marks should have a capital letter, unless it is 

continuous speech. 

The speech marks open before the first word being spoken and they close after 

the punctuation that finishes the sentence.



How to use speech marks! 

This is how to correctly punctuate these sentences. 

1. Harry was hungry is there anything to eat around here he asked

2. I’m not going I don’t care what you say screamed Susie

3. I don’t mind going to the theme park replied mom but I’m not going on that 

awful new roller coaster

Harry was hungry. “Is there anything to eat around here?” he asked.

“I’m not going! I don’t care what you say!” screamed Susie. 

“I don't mind going to the theme park,” replied mom, “but 
I'm not going on that awful new roller coaster.”

Now it 
is your
turn!
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