
Burns’ Night Activity 
 

Today we have been thinking about the 
Scottish poet Robert Burns. Click on the 
link below to watch a short video to find 

out a bit more about him!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qMxIBqpryG0 

 

Creative Challenge 

Today we are going to create a Scottish Thistle on a 
tartan background! The Thistle is the emblem of 
Scotland – an emblem is a picture that symbolizes 
something much bigger (like a country!).  

 

Step 1: Draw your Thistle 

Click on the link below for a lesson on how to draw a Thistle. 
Make sure to draw it nice and big! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Vi28zpKRaI 

Top tip: You can adjust the speed of the video you are watching by clicking 

on the ‘Settings’ button  at the bottom of the video and adjusting the 
‘Playback speed’. 

 

Once you have drawn your Thistle and are happy with it, 
you can colour it in. You could use pencils, pens, paint or 
even collage it if you would like to! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qMxIBqpryG0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Vi28zpKRaI


Step 2: Create a Tartan background 

You will need:  

• 1 x piece of paper 
• Something to add colour 

(pens/pencils/paint/chalks etc) 

 

Choose 3-5 colours to create your tartan! You are going to 
use these colours to make a pattern by swapping colours 

every line or every few lines! 

 

1. Turn your paper landscape, so that it is wider than it is 
taller.  

2. Start drawing straight lines from the top to the bottom 
of your piece of paper. Try to make the lines the same 
distance from one another, but don’t worry if they’re 
not!  

3. After you have finished your lines from top to bottom, 
start drawing straight lines across your paper. You could 
try experimenting with your lines by making some thick 
and some thin!  

4. Keep going until you have created your piece of Tartan 
– it should look a bit like a grid with lots of squares!  

 

 

 



Step 3: Cut and Stick 

Now it’s time to finish our pictures!  

1. Carefully cut out your Thistle – 
it might be a bit fiddly so take 
your time! 

2. Find the centre of your Tartan 
and glue your Thistle down.  
 

It should look similar to the pictures above, except it will 
have your lovely Thistle in the middle rather than a portrait 
of Robert Burns!  

 

Well done! 😊  
 

 

 


