
Monday 1 February

Use this link to watch todays episode of 

Newsround. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/news/wat

ch_newsround

Let me know your favourite story.

Today’s Scottish Inventor is James Watt.  

Please read the slideshow about this 

famous Scotsman and then complete the 

sequencing activity which follows.
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Success Criteria

Aim
• I can explain who James Watt was and why he is a significant individual.

• Having selected a significant individual from the past, I can contribute to a 

discussion on the influence of their actions, then and since. 



Did you know?
Greenock is a historic industrial town by Firth of 

Clyde. 

James Watt

1736 1755

James Watt was born in 

Greenock on 18th January 

1736. He was educated at 

home when he was a boy.

In 1755, James went to 

London to become an 

apprentice scientific 

instrument maker. 



James Watt

1756

In 1756, he returned to Glasgow having completed his 

training. His skills and ability as an engineer soon became 

known and he was employed on the Forth and Clyde Canal 

and the Caledonian Canal. He was also involved in the 

improvement of harbours. 



James Watt

1764

Did you know?
Steam engines had been invented in the late 
1600s, before James was born, but they were 
expensive to run and unreliable. 

1769

Around 1764 James was 

given a model steam 

engine to repair and he 

thought about how he 

could improve it. 

James designed a separate condensing 

chamber for the steam engine and, along 

with other improvements, his design was 

patented in 1769. His design made these 

engines more efficient and cheaper to run. 



James Watt

1775

Did you know?
Steam was the main source of power. 

Along with business partner, Matthew Boulton, 

Watt began to make steam engines at a time 

when there was a great need for efficient 

machinery in industrial settings all over the 

country. 



James Watt

Boulton & Watt, based in Birmingham, became the most important 

engineering firm in the country with huge demand from mines, 

mills, distilleries, canals and waterworks. 

Distilleries Canals Mines Mills



Horsepower

1775

Did you know?
Watt’s engine had the power of 26,000 horses. 

James was aware of the need to help buyers of his new engine understand 

its power. He used the term ‘horsepower’ to describe the rate at which 

work is done. 

What is Horsepower?
James worked out that one horse had the strength to pull 33,000 pounds the 
distance of one foot in one minute – this strength, he referred to as 
‘horsepower’.



James Watt

1800

Did you know?
A steam indicator records the steam pressure 
inside an engine. 

When Watt retired in 1800 he was a wealthy man. He 

patented several other important inventions 

including the rotary engine, the double action engine 

and the steam indicator. 



Did you know?
A unit of measurement of electrical and 
mechanical power, the watt, is named in his 
honour. 

James Watt

1819

Watt died on 19th August 1819. His work was the 

key to the Industrial Revolution; it began fast-

moving and far-reaching changes to people’s way 

of life, in Britain and the rest of the world. 
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On the next three pages there are 5 statements about James Watt’s life.  They are in 
the wrong order.  Please copy them out so they tell his life story in the correct order.  
You could include some illustrations if you want to make it more interesting.
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