
P5 IDL – Monday 25
 

January 2021 

It’s Burns Day today!  

 

As you learned last week he was born on 

 25 January 1759 and died 21 July 1796 

(at the young age of 37) 

So today we celebrate his birthday …262 

years to the day since he was born.  

 

LI – To develop our knowledge about 

Robert Burns  and to learn some Burns 

poetry and a song 

LI – To enjoy a virtual visit to   

 

There is a selection of activities – please 

try as many as you can manage. 

Choose the ones that appeal to you the 

most.  

 

 



In honour of our greatest poet, we sing songs, read 

aloud, drink whisky (or Irn Bru!) and address 

Scotland’s national dish with Burns’ own poem ‘To A 

Haggis’.  

 

It starts with a general welcome and announcements, 

followed with a prayer called The Selkirk Grace.  

 

I  

 

1. In your jotter, copy down the Selkirk Grace and 

then click on the link below and learn it out 

loud.  In your own words, what do you think the 

poem means?  

 

https://youtu.be/lQyk5VuzRX0  

 

 

https://youtu.be/lQyk5VuzRX0


After the grace, comes the piping and cutting of 

the haggis where Burns' famous poem ‘Address  To 

A Haggis’ is read and the haggis is cut open. 

 

Click on the link below. A Scottish actor dressed 

as Robert Burns recites ‘To A Haggis’. It’s a long 

poem, but listen to the end and don’t worry if you 

can’t understand all the words!  

 

https://youtu.be/2XifuHP2RnE  

2. Did you enjoy the poem? Let’s have a 

closer look…have a go at the activity 

below.  

In your jotter write the underlined words and 

what you think they mean. ON FRIDAY I’LL 

POST A TRANSLATED VERSION OF ‘TO A 

HAGGIS’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/2XifuHP2RnE


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3.Would you like to sketch Rabbie?  

 

  



3. Now time for a song. Burns wrote many songs. 

Auld Lang Syne, Aye Fond Kiss and My Love is 

Like a Red, Red Rose are popular ones. Maybe 

you have heard of them? 
Today we’ll listen to ‘A Man’s A Man For a’ That’ 

being performed by Midge Ure (a famous Scottish 

singer) in The Scottish Parliament building.  

 

https://youtu.be/x6QSkoIeris  

 
Here are the words if you want to sing along.  

 

Is there for honest Poverty  

That hings his head, an' a' that;  

The coward slave-we pass him by,  

We dare be poor for a' that!  

For a' that, an' a' that.  

Our toils obscure an' a' that,  

The rank is but the guinea's stamp,  

The Man's the gowd for a' that.  

 

What though on hamely fare we dine,  

Wear hoddin grey, an' a that;  

Gie fools their silks, and knaves their wine;  

A Man's a Man for a' that:  

For a' that, and a' that,  

Their tinsel show, an' a' that;  

The honest man, tho' e'er sae poor,  

Is king o' men for a' that.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/x6QSkoIeris
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/800.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/909.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/769.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/592.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1371.html


 

Ye see yon birkie, ca'd a lord,  

Wha struts, an' stares, an' a' that;  

Tho' hundreds worship at his word,  

He's but a coof for a' that:  

For a' that, an' a' that,  

His ribband, star, an' a' that:  

The man o' independent mind  

He looks an' laughs at a' that.  

 

A prince can mak a belted knight,  

A marquis, duke, an' a' that;  

But an honest man's abon his might,  

Gude faith, he maunna fa' that!  

For a' that, an' a' that,  

Their dignities an' a' that;  

The pith o' sense, an' pride o' worth,  

Are higher rank than a' that.  

 

Then let us pray that come it may,  

(As come it will for a' that,)  

That Sense and Worth, o'er a' the earth,  

Shall bear the gree, an' a' that.  

For a' that, an' a' that,  

It's coming yet for a' that,  

That Man to Man, the world o'er,  

Shall brothers be for a' that. 

 

4. And finally to end our Burns afternoon, you 

can explore The Robert Burns Birthplace Virtual 

Classroom . There are lots of activities there to 

keep you busy. You can use this resource 

throughout the week. It is posted in  Files. 

If you are having a Burns Supper tonight with your 

family, maybe you could  ‘address the haggis’, recite a 

poem or sing a song. Enjoy! 

http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1916.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1833.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/415.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1159.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1124.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/288.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/41.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/823.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1133.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/616.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1208.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/125.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/40.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/4.html

