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 5th August 2020  

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Returning to Gilmerton Primary in August 2020 
 
As you will be aware the First Minister last week announced the re-opening of schools for all 
children.  The 2020-2021 school session will start on Monday 10th August for staff and we will 
be preparing to welcome our children back from Wednesday 12th August 2020. 

We are delighted to be able to welcome our children back to school and want to make sure 
they feel safe and secure with the changes that will be in place to reduce the transmission of 
COVID 19.  Therefore, the return to school will be phased over three days from Wednesday 12th 
August to allow our children, parents and staff to become familiar with the changes at the 
school. This means that not all our children will return on the same day support the 
management of the phased return and enable our families to plan around the start of the 
school session we are grouping the children according to their surname.  Please see the 
following for details of your child’s return to school. 

 

Child’s surname 
begins 

Wednesday 
12 August 

Thursday 
13 August 

Friday 
14 August 

 
A - L 

 

 
Start back and 
attend full day 

 

 
Do not attend 

 
Attend full day 

 
M-Z 

 

 
Do not attend 

 
Start back and 
attend full day 

 

 
Attend full day 

 

School start and finish times 

P1 – 2  

Monday – Thursday 8.45am – 2.45pm, Friday 8.45am – 12.15pm 

P3 – 7 

Monday – Thursday 8.45am - 3.05pm, Friday 8.45am – 12.20pm 
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What you need to know 

Physical distancing - Physical distancing between adults and between adults and children from 
different families must be observed. This means normal access into the school for parent and 
carers will be severely restricted to maintain the safety of everyone.   

 

Arrangements for Accessing and Exiting the School 

Schools are required to ensure that large gatherings of people are avoided and physical 

distancing between adults and children of different groupings is maintained. To ensure your 

child and all in our community continued health and safety, all pupils will enter the school 

building and will not be allowed to mix with each other in the playground before school starts. 

Please note: 

- A one-way system for pedestrians will be in operation.  All adults will need to follow this 

system around our playground and keep to physical distancing guidelines. 

- Only one parent/carer to accompany a child to/from school. 

- We are not lining up in the morning – we are introducing a soft start.  This means that 

classrooms will be open from 8.35 every morning.  Between 8.35 and 8.45, pupils 

should go straight to their classroom.  There will be an adult in the room to welcome 

pupils. 

- Once you have dropped you child(ren) off we would politely ask that you don’t 

congregate and leave through the one-way system. No unplanned access to the school 

buildings or grounds will be permitted for parents and visitors. 

 

Hygiene arrangements – We will continue to encourage regular handwashing when children are 
in school and hand sanitisers will be widely available throughout the building.  Enhanced cleaning 
will take place daily. 

 

Uniform – It is recommended that your child wears clothing that can be washed frequently and 

blazers or any items which require dry cleaning should not be worn to school.  School uniform 

should be comfortable to wear eg polo shirts, tracksuit bottoms.  Our school colours are navy, 

black and grey.  

 
Lunch Arrangements – Lunches will be eaten in classrooms. Primary 1-3 will continue to 

receive free school meals as will any child who has an entitlement. Please visit the City of 

Edinburgh Council website for further information about how to apply for free school meals 

and clothing grants. 

We will be staggering Breaks and Lunchtimes to ensure that children are safely adhering to 

their class groupings. The playgrounds will be divided into zones and each class will be 

allocated an individual zone to minimise contact between classes. 



  
 

 
 
After School Clubs and Breakfast Club – the school is working closely with Childcare 
Connections, our after school Childcare Provider, and they will be in touch with parents to 
confirm arrangements. 
 
Our Breakfast Club will be operating this term – but parents/carers will not be able to attend, 
as they had previously done so.  A questionnaire will be issued tomorrow regarding the use of 
breakfast club – following updated guidance from the Scottish Government.  We will update 
parents regarding the organisation of breakfast club once the responses have been gathered. 
 
 
We recognise that the sudden and unprecedented changes that have taken place since the end 
of March will have had an impact on our children and they may be feeling uncertain about the 
return to school.  I want to reassure you that staff fully appreciate the anxieties that children 
may have about the return, and we will welcome and support everyone to make the transition 
back to school a positive experience. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all next week. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

RAnnand 

 
Rebecca Annand 
Gilmerton Primary School 
 

 

 


