
 

 

 

In class we love the Julia Donaldson stories!  How about 
completing a creative writing activity linked to one of her 

books?  We’ve chosen ‘The Highway Rat’ or ‘Room on the Broom’.   

 

You might have these books at home, but if you don’t, you can access 
them by using the you-tube links or by going through BBC iplayer - 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06vkmht 

 
If you fancy seeing Julia Donaldson bring some of her stories to life 

using puppets and song then the link below will take you to her 
‘authors live’ clip! 

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/authors-live-on-demand/heroes-and-villains-with-julia-

donaldson - authors live (‘The Singing Mermaid’, ‘The Highway Rat’ and 
‘What the Ladybird Heard’) 

 

Remember, these activities are optional – totally 
up to you if you would like to do 1, a few or none!  
You might just want to read the books!  But, if you 
do complete any of the activities, we would love to 

see them! 

Happy Writing! 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06vkmht
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/authors-live-on-demand/heroes-and-villains-with-julia-donaldson
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/authors-live-on-demand/heroes-and-villains-with-julia-donaldson


The Highway Rat  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXaVrwJF9iY 

Here are some activities linked to this 
story! 

• In the story, the Highway Rat steals 
from others around him.  Can you 
make a wanted poster for the Highway Rat, listing his 
name, what he looks like and his crimes? 
 

• At the end of the story, the cunning duck 
becomes the hero by saving the day.  If 
you were the hero in the story, what 
would you do to stop the Highway Rat 
from stealing?  How would you help?  

 

• Can you write a book/story review of the Highway Rat?  
What did you like/dislike about the story and why?  Is 
there anything you would have changed about it? 

 

• Can you write a letter of apology from the Highway Rat to 
the other animals that he stole from to say sorry for what 
he had done and ask for their forgiveness?  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXaVrwJF9iY


Room on the Broom  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUn4dFUONRc 

Here are some activities linked to this 
story! 

• Design a new and improved broom 
for the witch and her friends.  Draw a 
picture of it and label its different 
parts. 

 

• Create a potion that the witch can use to make the new 
broom.  What ingredients would be 
needed to make it?  Write a recipe 
for your potion.  

 

• Create your own magic spell for the witch to say as she 
mixes the potion for the new broom.  
 
 

• Where should the witch and her friends travel next on the 
broom?  Write about their next adventure and draw a 
picture to go with it.  Do they go to ‘Sweetie Land’ where 
everything is made out of candy?  Or do they travel to the 
land of the dinosaurs? 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUn4dFUONRc

